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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 C.F.R. §1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination ("RCE") under 37 C.F.R. §1.114, including the fee 
set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 C.F.R. §1.114, and the fee set forth in 
37 C.F.R. § 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been 
withdrawn pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 21 November 2008 
has been entered. 

A cknowledgements 

2. This action is responsive to the above noted RCE and the associated amendment. 

3 . Claims 1 - 1 8 are pending and have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

6. These claims depend from claim 1 1 which expressly set out a "management data region" 
and a "substance data region." However, claims 12 and 13 recite, "in the management data 
region, there are included substance data. . . ." One of ordinary skill in the art would understand 
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that the "substance data" should be in the "substance data region." Claims 12 and 13's recitation 
of "substance data" in the "management data region" makes the boundary between the two 
regions unclear. For purposes of prior art, the Examiner has interpreted the "management data 
region" in claims 12 and 13 as being intended to be "substance data region." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in 
this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application 
for patent in the United States. 

8. Claims 1-8, 10-14, and 16-18, as understood by the Examiner, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Farber (US 2002/0052884). 

9. As to Claims 1 and 16, Farber shows: 

a. A music-content ("audio signal," [0009]) using apparatus comprising: 

b. an acquisition section (remote mechanism 6., [0084-0090]) that acquires original 
music content ("True File," [0090]); 

c. a replicated content generation section (operating system mechanism 6., [0074- 
0080] that generates new music content on the basis of replication ("Copy File," [0080]) 
of the original music content acquired via said acquisition section ("Mirror True File," 
[0095]); and 

d. an additional information generation section 102 that, when said replicated 
content generation section generates the new music content, generates additional 
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information (Tables following [0123]) including information indicating that the generated 
new music content is based on replication ("True Name" shows the name of the original 
file, Table following [0123]) and replication source information identifying a replicated- 
from source at which the original music content is located ("source location," Table 
following [0127]), 

e. wherein the additional information generated by said additional information 
generation section is added to the new music content generated by said replicated content 
generation section (data is linked to the new copy, [0494]). 



10. As to Claims 10 and 18, Farber shows: 

f. A music-content using apparatus comprising: 

g. an acquisition section (remote mechanism 6., [0084-0090]) that acquires music 
content ("True File," [0090]) including additional information added thereto (Tables 
following [0123]), the additional information including information indicating that the 
music content is based on replication ("True Name" shows the name of the original file, 
Table following [0123])and replication source information identifying a replicated-from 
source at which the music content is located ("source location," Table following [0127]); 

h. a search section ("Locate True File remote mechanism," [05 10]) that searches for 
original music content on the basis of the source information included in the additional 
information added to the music content acquired via said acquisition section ("True 
Name," Id.); and 
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i. a use section ("Realize True File," Id.) that permits use of the acquired music 
content only when the original music content has been successfully found by said search 
section ("realize the True File," Id.). 

11. As to Claim 2, Farber further shows: 

j. said replicated content generation section replicates the original music content and 
generates, as the new music content, the replicated music content that comprises a 
replication of at least some of substance data of the original music content (the file is 
copied, thus all the music content is replicated, [0080]). 

12. As to Claim 3, Farber further shows: 

k. the new music content comprises a replication of all of the substance data of the 
original music content (the file is copied, thus all the music content is replicated, [0080]). 

13. As to Claim 4, Farber further shows : 

1. said replicated content generation section replicates the original music content and 
performs editing to change at least some of substance data of the replicated music content 
(modifications are tracked and therefor can be made, "Time of last modification," Table 
after [0123]), to thereby generate, as the new music content, the replicated music content 
that includes at least the substance data changed by the editing (the modified local file is 
new music, Id.). 
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14. As to Claim 5, Farber further shows: 

m. the new music content includes, as its substance data, only the substance data 
changed by the editing [0496]. 

15. As to Claim 6, Farber further shows: 

n. the new music content does not include the substance data not changed by the 
editing [0496], and a storage location of the new music content is indicated by the 
replication source information included in the additional information added to the new 
music content ("Since some (or all) of the components of a large data item may already 
be present at a destination location, only those components which are not present there 
need be copied.", Id.). 

16. As to Claim 7, Farber further shows: 

o. the new music content generated by said replicated content generation section 
includes a management data region ("True Name," [0167]) and substance data region 
(everything but the 160 bits used for the "True Name," Id.), and the additional 
information generated by said additional information generation section is stored in the 
management data region ("True Name" is in the 160 bits, Id.). 

17. As to Claims 8 and 17, Farber further shows: 

p. a search section ("Locate True File remote mechanism," [05 10]) that, when the 
new music content is to be used ("open pathname F," Id.), searches for the acquired 
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original music content on the basis of the replication source information included in the 
additional information ("True Name," Id.); and 

q. a use section ("Realize True File," Id.) that permits use of the new music content 
only when the original music content has been successfully found by said search section 
("realize the True File," Id.). 

18. As to Claim 1 1 , Farber further shows: 

r. the music content acquired via said acquisition section includes a management 
data region ("True Name," [0167]) and substance data region (everything but the 160 bits 
used for the "True Name," Id.), and the additional information is stored in the 
management data region ("True Name" is in the 160 bits, Id.). 

19. As to Claim 12, Farber further shows: 

s. in the management data region, there are included substance data of the acquired 
music content that comprise a replication ("Mirror True File," [0095]) of at least some of 
substance data of the original music content [0167]. 

20. As to Claim 13, Farber further shows: 

t. A music-content using apparatus as claimed in claim 1 1 wherein, in the 
management data region, there are included substance data of the acquired music content 
obtained by changing at least some of substance data of the original music content 
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(modifications are tracked and therefor can be made, "Time of last modification," Table 
after [0123]). 

21 . As to Claim 14, Farber further shows: 

u. when use of the acquired music content is being permitted and if the at least some 
of substance data of the original music content are not included in the substance data 
region of the acquired music content ("realize the True File," [0510]), said use section 
acquires the at least some of substance data from the original music content found by said 
search section (found by "True Name," [0510]) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

22. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

23. Claims 9 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Farber 
in view of Boykin (US 2001/0042048). 

24. Farber shows as described above in regards to claims 1 and 10 and further shows: 

a storage medium that stores music content (Figure 2); 

25 . Farber does not expressly show: 
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an encryption section that encrypts, with medium information specific to said 
storage medium, music content to be stored in said storage medium and then storing the 
encrypted music content in said storage medium. 

26. Boykin shows: 

an encryption section 120 that encrypts, with medium information specific to said 
storage medium, music content to be stored in said storage medium and then storing the 
encrypted music content in said storage medium [0025]. 

27. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have modified the teachings of Farbcr to add the encryption of contents of the 
storage medium as taught by Boykin. This would allow for access privileges to be implemented 
for the client (Boykin [0025]). 

Response to Arguments 

28. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-18 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

29. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOSHUA MURDOUGH whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3270. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
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30. If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Fischer can be reached on (571) 272-6779. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

3 1 . Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Joshua Murdough 
Examiner, Art Unit 3621 

/ANDREW J. FISCHER/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3621 



